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Portraits of Chinese Rockstars Imagined as
Monumental Temples

JANUARY 18, 2016 CHRISTOPHER JOBSON

Chinese artist DU Kun has long harbored a reverence for music and rockstars. A musician
himself, the Beijing-based painter is awed by the creation of music, aspects of fame, and the
intangible aura of being a revered rockstar, something he tries to capture is these temple-like
portraits of famous Chinese recording artists titled “Revels of the Rock Gods”.

Each oil painting depicts the face of a musician as if it were a temple built in devotion to a god
and borrows elements from Buddhist and Confucian architecture. Eyes are depicted as
windows, tree branches or waterfalls as flowing hair, and the surface of skin as ornate wood
facades gilded with gold.

Kun is currently exhibiting the “Revels of the Rock Gods” series as part of his first solo show in
Japan at Mizuma Art Gallery in Tokyo through February 13, 2016. You can explore close-up
details plus an archive of Kun'’s work on his website. (via Hi-Fructose)

Christopher Jobson, “Portraits of Chinese Rockstars Imagined as Monumental Temples’, Colossal
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2016/01/portraits-of-chinese-rockstars-imagined-as-monumental-temples (Accessed date 17 July 2021)
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