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Artist Satoru Aoyama combines vintage prints and embroidery stitches to create fascinating 
multi-medium works of art. Known for his ability to intersect the contemporary with the 
traditional, Aoyama is recognized for his inherent craftsmanship and consistent acknowl-
edgement of the artistic process. By perfectly aligning layers of embroidery onto monochro-
matic backgrounds, Aoyama is able to add new dimensions to each of his images. His work is 
one of restoration, taking the faded historical photographs and lending them new life 
through unique and colorful decorations.



Aoyama makes use of an old Singer sewing machine to adorn his pieces. The intricate process 
serves as a nod to the individual labor depicted in the photographed scenes. Born in Tokyo, 
Japan, but having studied art in America and the UK, the talented artist brings this varied 
educational background to his integrative work approach. Thread is meticulously layered on 
top of culturally and historically varied backgrounds, providing a depth and energy to the 
pictures, and allowing the characters' handiwork to come alive in the process. Paying homage 
to the unknown embroiderers, Aoyama takes differing elements and merges them together to 
create a series of unified wholes.






