22 Lock Road #01-34 Tue - Sat: 11am - 7pm
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PRESS RELEASE | FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

To Truly Return, We Must Belong: Djirna’s Tapak Dara
Solo Exhibition by | Made Djirna

5 April - 15 June 2025
Media Preview: Friday, 4 April 2025, 3pm — 6pm (RSVP)

Artist Talk: Saturday, 5 April 2025, 3pm — 4pm (RSVP)

Opening Reception / Vernissage: Saturday, 5 April 2025, 4pm — 7pm
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Solo exhibition by:I'Made’ Djirna
5April =15 June 2025 MIZUMA GALLERY.

Mizuma Gallery is pleased to announce To Truly Return, We Must Belong: Djirna’s Tapak Dara, a solo exhibition by |
Made Djirna. The exhibition showcases new paintings by the internationally acclaimed Indonesian artist, bridging
traditional Balinese culture and philosophy through dynamic mixed-media works on canvas.

“As an artist, | realised that my works cannot be separated from the rhythmic balance that emerges
from my breath. In particular, the issues of alienation and the pursuit of balance became the thread

that connects my works in this solo exhibition, To Truly Return, We Must Belong: Djirna’s Tapak Dara.
- | Made Djirna, 2025

To Truly Return, We Must Belong: Djirna’s Tapak Dara began with fundamental questions about existence—questions
that touch on our own balance and harmony as individuals, as well as our place within the interconnected social
and natural environment. Balance in life is a universal concept, yet it is also deeply personal, shaped by where and
how we live. For | Made Djirna, who is deeply rooted in Balinese culture, the values of Balinese tradition serve as
his ‘breath’'—a guiding force in both daily life and artistic practice. Central to this exhibition is the sacred symbol in
Hinduism and Buddhism of Tapak Dara, represented by two crossed lines (+), a simple variant of the swastika that
embodies the unification of duality (Rwabhineda). The vertical line symbolises devotion to the Universe, while the
horizontal signifies reciprocal devotion to fellow human beings. As a visual form of prayer (rajah), Tapak Dara acts
as both protection and a reminder of the balance between the macro and microcosmos—between the vast world
and the intimate self.
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Having witnessed the rapid transformation of communication and social interaction, he reflects on how modern
shifts create a sense of detachment from others, the environment, and even oneself. His artistic practice becomes
a way of navigating this disconnection, guided by an internal compass rooted in Balinese philosophy.

The works in this exhibition were formed from fluid and dynamic experiences, re-imagined in a non-chronological
way, mirroring how balance is something we must continuously navigate. The use of colour, material responses,
and visual language all reflect the perspectives and experiences shaped by Tapak Dara. In all space and time, we
find ourselves at the point of two intersecting lines, constantly leaning one way or another to sustain balance. This
exhibition is a meditation on this ever-present negotiation, inviting us to reconnect—with ourselves, with each
other, and with the rhythm of existence itself.

To Truly Return, We Must Belong: Djirna’s Tapak Dara, a solo exhibition by | Made Djirna, will run from 5 April to 15
June 2025. The exhibition, reception, and artist talk session are free and are open to the public. To confirm your
attendance, kindly RSVP at info@mizuma.sg.

Media Preview (RSVP)
Friday, 4 April 2025, 3pm — 6pm

Artist Talk (RSVP)
Saturday, 5 April 2025, 3pm — 4pm

Opening Reception / Vernissage
Saturday, 5 April 2025, 4pm — 7pm

Location

Mizuma Gallery

22 Lock Road, #01-34 Gillman Barracks, Singapore 108939.
11am-7pm on Tuesdays to Saturdays, 11am-6pm on Sundays.
The gallery will be closed on Mondays and Public Holidays.

Link to press kit: https:/tinyurl.com/MizumaDjirna.

About the Artist

I Made Djirna (b. 1957, Bali, Indonesia) graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts and Design at
the Indonesian Institute of the Arts (ISI) Yogyakarta, Indonesia in 1985. Djirna grew up in a
village in Ubud, Bali, surrounded by Balinese stories of spirits, dance, and shadow puppetry.
The people of Ubud treated traditions, customs, and religion with great significance, as it was
believed that it could help achieve peace and well-being - a principle of life rooted deep down
in Djirna’s heart. Through his works, Djirna explores the social and political issues of Indonesia
and human relationships. Exploring the use of different materials, techniques and styles, he
masterfully translates these thoughts and emotions into his paintings and installations. His
solo exhibitions include The Voice of Nature at Mizuma Gallery, Singapore (2021); The Logic of
Ritual at Sangkring Art Space, Yogyakarta, Indonesia (2013); Seascapes at Gajah Gallery,
Singapore (2007); and his first solo exhibition at the Northern Territory Museum of Art and
Sciences, Darwin, Australia (1989). His past exhibitions also extend widely across Indonesia,
Singapore, Australia, Canada and the United States. | Made Djirna lives and works in Bali,
Indonesia.



mailto:info@mizuma.sg?subject=RSVP%20Media%20Preview%20%7C%20To%20Truly%20Return,%20We%20Must%20Belong:%20Djirna%E2%80%99s%20Tapak%20Dara%20
mailto:info@mizuma.sg?subject=RSVP%20Artist%20Talk%20%7C%20To%20Truly%20Return,%20We%20Must%20Belong:%20Djirna%E2%80%99s%20Tapak%20Dara%20
https://tinyurl.com/MizumaDjirna
https://www.mizuma.sg/artists/i-made-djirna/

LEFT:

I Made Djirna, Mandala Jawi (Soul Mandala), 2024,
Mixed media on canvas, 150 x 120 cm

© | Made Djirna, courtesy of the artist and Mizuma Gallery

RIGHT:

I Made Djirna,

Harmoni yang Tak Terpisahkan (Inseperable Harmony), 2024,
Mixed media on canvas, 200 x 180 cm

© | Made Djirna, courtesy of the artist and Mizuma Gallery

BELOW:

I Made Djirna, Jejak Leluhur di Tanah Suci (Ancestral Footprints in the Holy Land), 2023,
Mixed media on canvas, 280 x 380 cm
© | Made Djirna, courtesy of the artist and Mizuma Gallery




About Mizuma Gallery

Executive Director Sueo Mizuma established Mizuma Art Gallery in Tokyo in 1994. Since its opening in Gillman
Barracks, Singapore in 2012, the gallery aims for the promotion of East Asian artists in the region as well as the
introduction of Southeast Asian artists to the international art scene. From 2014 to 2019, the artist residency
space “Rumah Kijang Mizuma” opened in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, to create a new platform for dialogue by
supporting exchanges between East Asia and Southeast Asia. From 2018 to 2023, “Mizuma & Kips” opened in
New York, USA, as a shared collaboration between Mizuma Gallery from Tokyo and Singapore and Kips Gallery
from New York.

About Gillman Barracks

Set in a former military barracks dating back to 1936 and surrounded by lush tropical greenery, the Gillman
Barracks visual arts cluster was launched in September 2012. Gillman Barracks’ vision is to be Asia’s destination
for the presentation and discussion of international and Southeast Asian art. Today, Gillman Barracks is a place for
art lovers, art collectors, and those curious about art. The cluster is a focal point of Singapore’s arts landscape, and
anchors the development of visual art in the region and beyond

Press Contacts Mizuma Gallery Copyright and Image Credits:
Theresia Irma 22 Lock Road #01-34 Te?<t © | Made Djirna, and
General Manager Gillman Barracks Mizuma Gallery.

E. theresia@mizuma.sg Singapore 108939 Images © | Made Djirna, courtesy
T. +65 6570 2505 of the artist & Mizuma Gallery.

Gallery hours:

WWW.mizuma.sg Tue-Sat: 11am-7pm

www.mizuma.shop Sun: 11am-6pm
WWW.mizuma-art.co.jp Closed on Mondays & Public Holidays
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