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At the Osaka World Expo, Singapore
invites visitors to dream of a better

future

The Singapore Pavilion, with a diameter of 18.5m, stands 17m at its tallest. PHOTO: AFP
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OSAKA - Singapore is inviting visitors to its Osaka World Expo pavilion to dream, a
fitting pursuit given that the international exhibition is being held on the man-made

Yumeshima or Dream Island.

Dreams are necessary to seed change and innovation for a better world, going by the
narrative crafted by the Singapore Tourism Board (STB) for its pavilion, which

officially opens on April 26.

The Singapore Pavilion, which has been designated as a signature SG60 event to
mark Singapore’s 60th year of independence, depicts the indomitable spirit of an
island nation that has weathered the odds, with its people sculpting their dreams

into tangible realities.

The pavilion’s distinct architecture, a vibrant red globe, is a play on the moniker
“Little Red Dot”, which was once intended as a derisive insult of the small city-state

but has come to be embraced by Singaporeans as a badge of honour.

Expo 2025, a half-year bonanza of exhibits and experiences with the theme of

Designing Future Society for Our Lives, opened its doors to the public on April 13.

But Singapore has saved the formal launch of its pavilion for April 26 to
commemorate a special occasion: It is 59 years to the day in 1966 when the Republic
established diplomatic ties with Japan. A new orchid is set to be unveiled during the

festivities.

The target of the pavilion is to welcome at least one million visitors through its doors
over six months, said STB executive director Carrie Kwik, who is in charge of the
exhibit.

“We want to inspire them to create their own dreams, contribute these dreams and
have them shape the world, by communicating this in an immersive way,” she told

The Straits Times.

The $36 million pavilion, which is named the Dream Sphere, carries the tag line
Where Dreams Take Shape.

With over 1,700 sq m of floor space, it is 18.5m at its widest and stands 17m at its

tallest.
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Its striking design and aspirational concept have won bouquets in Japan. The
Imperial Household Agency said on April 24 that Princess Aiko, daughter of
Emperor Naruhito, will visit the Singapore Pavilion on May 9 during her two-day

visit to the Expo.

Within the red globe, multimedia installations and displays by Singaporean artists
paint vivid portraits of everyday life in Singapore, showcasing how the island’s rich

biodiversity coexists with its people.

On the Dream Repository floor, visitors are invited to pen their dreams on digital
canvases which are then projected on a giant screen. They can also take home
souvenirs by Singaporean designers, feast on Singaporean foods, and sip on cocktails

made from Singaporean craft gin.

But the Expo provides more than an opportunity to showcase Singapore’s progress

as a society and nation.

It can also serve as a launch pad for Singaporean brands and start-ups that are keen
to expand into Japan, Ms Kwik said, noting the line-up of business events across the

six months.

Given that the Expo organisers hope to draw at least 28.2 million people to the

jamboree, STB’s goal of a million visitors seems modest.

But attendees are spoilt for choice: Singapore’s is just one of more than 180 pavilions
at the festival — spread over an area of 155ha, three times the size of the nearby
Universal Studios Japan — which feature exhibits by 158 countries and regions

alongside Japanese government entities, companies and commissioned creators.

There are also doubts over whether the Expo would meet its overall attendance
target, having been beset with negative headlines over its swelling budget, safety

concerns, endless lines owing to poor management, and transportation woes.

Domestic media has pointed out that the event needs to attract an average 150,000
visitors a day to meet its target. But in welcoming its millionth visitor on April 23, it

is drawing only an average 91,000 attendees a day.
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Questions have also been asked about the raison d’etre of the Expo. Amid bloody
wars and trade conflicts and in an interconnected world with an accelerating pace of

innovation, is such a festival still relevant?

Japan wants to impress upon the world that it still is. Ms Kwik, too, believes in the

value of participating in the Expo, which is also known as the World’s Fair.

“It’s always going to be a world of unknowns and volatility,” she said. “But an event
like the Expo presents an opportunity for many countries to showcase, inspire, and

contribute something to make the world a little bit brighter and better.”

There are also doubts over whether the Expo would meet its overall attendance target, having been beset with negative headlines. PHOTO:
EPA-EFE

Even so, the zeitgeist today is very different from that in 1970 when Osaka first
hosted the carnival, then themed Progress and Harmony for Mankind, with the

event drawing over 64 million visitors.

Japan was then an economic miracle and a technological powerhouse, wowing the

world with mobile phones, travelators, magnetic levitation technology and conveyor
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belt sushi. Today, it struggles with low economic growth and an ageing and shrinking

population.

Singapore made its Expo debut that year as a young independent nation; its
sprawling 3,000 sq m pavilion occupying prime real estate near the entrance. Going
by ST’s reports in 1970, the pavilion’s architects had eschewed showcasing
Singapore’s rapid industrialisation in favour of promoting the Republic as a “land of

sunshine, palms and blue waters”.

There were live exhibits of crocodiles, tropical birds and fish, with features like a
waterfall and attap sheds, as well as slideshows of the pasar malam or night market,

dragon dances and Thaipusam.

For 2025, Singapore’s interpretation of the Expo’s overall theme of Designing Future
Society for Our Lives again appears abstract compared with those of other countries,

which have taken a more literal approach in featuring state-of-the-art innovation.

But Ms Kwik emphasised: “Our story is about inclusiveness. Regardless of
background, race, or whether one is able-bodied or a person with disability,

everybody can dream and collectively contribute to the Dream Sphere.”

The envisioned ideal future society, she said, is compassionate, inclusive, sustainable

and aspirational.

“Ultimately we want to tell people that Singapore is very proud of where we are, but
we're always looking ahead,” she added. “And for Singaporean visitors, I hope it

brings them national pride.”

Little Red Dot

The Singapore Pavilion at Osaka World Expo 2025,

called the Dream Sphere, is an SG60 signature event that
highlights sustainability, immersive art and culture through
recycled materials and works by more than 20 local artists.
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STRUCTURE

RENEW

Power-generating rooftop

The rooftop’s building-integrated photovoltaics
will generate around 15,000kWh of clean,
renewable energy over the six-month Expo.

This energy can power up to

electric vehicles for 1,000km
77 each, or approximately twice the
distance from Osaka to Tokyo.

REDUCE

Conscious landscaping

In the Dream Forest, a more energy-efficient and

responsible drip irrigation system is adopted, X
reducing water consumption by 60 per cent. b

This is equivalent to M }
500ml bottles of e L.
2 . 80 O water saved daily. Y OLF

Modular assembly

Components are designed to
be modular and standardised,
enabling efficient assembly, =
minimising construction time 4%
and labour, and producing g
less waste than traditional
building methods.

Annex building

REUSE

Circular design
Architectural and interior elements,
including furniture, fittings and
equipment, have been designed in line
with circular design principles, allowing
them to be reused once the World

Expo has ended. The Dream Discs
The aluminium
RECYCLE discs come in a

variety of sizes
and textures,
demonstrating

Eco-friendly facade
The facade is wrapped in over 17000 aluminium
discs composed of 70 per cent post-consumer

recycled content, instead of using newly how unique

produced ones. This has cut carbon emissions plecestcanth

produced by 70 tonnes. come together
in harmony.

trees absorb the same
2 5 O O amount of carbon
) emissions annually.



EXHIBITION

Dream Repository

In this interactive exhibition, visitors can pen their
dreams for a better world, which are projected onto the M= =
dome-shaped ceiling in the room above. ¥ :

Dream Forest

Plants native to Singapore
and Japan envelop this
space, forming a lush

Shiok!
Kopitiam
By: Yip Yew
Chong
Iconic
coffee shop
scenes,
depicting
cats
delighted
by
signature
Singapore
dishes, are
displayed at
the Shiok!
Cafe, which
serves up
tastes of
Singapore
including
laksa and
chicken
rice.

Whispers in
the Void
By: Zul
Mahmod
An immersive
sound
installation
featuring an
array of
motorised
music boxes
delicately
suspended
from the
ceiling,
coming
together to
create a
dynamic
visual and
auditory

experience of

an ethereal
skyscape.

, backdrop that includes a 4
curated collection of §

vibrant orchid blooms.

Paving
Paradise

By: Melissa
Tan

Reflects
Singapore’s
restructuring
of policies to
mitigate the
threats of
urbanisation.
Hidden
within the
landscape
are some of
Singapore's
wildlife.

Multimedia

animations

By: Jerrold
Chong and
Mark Wee
These playful

interpretations

of a dream
future
showcase
Singapore’s
ecological
efforts and
humanist
solutions.

Living with
Nature

By: Ashley
Yeo
Reimagines
Singaporeans’
homes to
showcase the
collective
dreams of
living in
harmonious
environments,
where nature
thrives
alongside
technology.



BY THE NUMBERS

THE PAVILION

Duration of architectural Over Gross floor area

and experiential design 17 O O O

processes : o ] 766
recycled aluminium y

l yeal' each dream discs used sqm

e . e dreams told in illustrations by a diverse
community spanning ages seven to 77,
resented in the Shiok! Cafe
XX 4 p

Sources: DP ARCHITECTS, KR+D - THE CREATIVE ARM OF KINGSMEN,
SINGAPORE TOURISM BOARD
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